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\\ithin this context. Sasl<atchew ans reputation for ps\eliiatne research reached international
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historical moment, Saskatchewan took advantage
of the opportunity to adopt more of a leadership
position in the gron ing field of neuroscience.

In 1961. research conditions in Saskatchenan
began changing. lbmm} Douglas left his post
as Premier to lead the federal New Democratic
Party. and, ith his departure. Osmond left his
post in Vvevburn to become a research director
at the Neurological Institute at Princeton. Hoffer.
left to defend much of their research on his own,
continued to work at the Unixersitv of Saskatchen an.
but increasingly came under pressure to justify
continued research into I..SD. By the mid 1960s,
LSD had gained a reputation as a recreational drug
and became especially popular for use among
university students. En 1962, psychologist Timothy
f eary famously and publich lost his job at Harvard
university for engaging in “unscientific” studies
using LSD. He quickly catapulted in popularity by
leading a so called psychedelic revolution, using
what would become an iconic phrase that exhorted
people to “turn on, tune in and drop out.” The

Saskatchewan-based researchers got caught up in
this cultural fer our and attempted to retain scientific
credibility By 1967, Hoffer left the university and
started pri ate practice. Meanwhile, the federal
government debated and ultimately criminalized the
use of LSD.

In spite of the legal challenges that constrained
the clinical investigations, Saskatchewan remained a
leader in neuroscience research and a ne generation
of researchers arrived to pick up the reins. In 1968,
Alan Boulton arricd in Saskatoon from Birmingham,
Britain, recruited by Dr. Gordon Marjerrison to take
up a new position as Chief Research Biochemist in
the l)epartment of Psychiatry at the University of
Saskatchev an. The British research unit he had been
working in had lost its Medical Research Council
grant, meaning that the scientists scattered. Boulton
set his sights on Saskatchewan when he learned
about its biochemical focus. Although during a
2002 interview he claimed that he knew nothing of
the province before his arrival, he quickly learned
that this “remarkable” group of researchers had
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